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reasonably fearful of detection and arrest, he argued, there
would be no need of such brutal severity in the punish-
ment of ordinary crimes.

It took time, however, for this idea to find its way to a
place in the statutes of the realm. Several parliamentary
gations. committees took up the question of making London safe;
a half-dozen of them went into the matter extensively during
the first quarter of the nineteenth century. They investi-
gated, gathered evidence, made reports, and offered recom-
mendations; but, as none of them went to the root of
the difficulty, their various suggestions secured nothing
but some slight improvements. It was not until 1828,
when Sir Robert Peel took the matter in hand, that a real
solution of the question appeared in sight.

The parliamentary commission of 1828 made its investi-
gations thoroughly and without delay. Its recommenda-
tions were promptly sent to parliament, and with equal
promptness they were carried into operation even though
they involved most radical changes.

This famous metropolitan police statute of 1829, which

Peel's Act ^^s since borne Peel's name, contains a great many provi-
sions, the general purport of which can perhaps be best
gathered from a glance at the changes that were soon under
way. A metropolitan police district comprising the
metropolis in its wider sense was established (but ex-
cluding the old "city" of London), the area being appor-
tioned into divisions and each division divided again into
patrols.1 In this district the old system of watch and
ward was swept away, and in its place was set up a body
of professional police, uniformed, drilled, and accoutred in
modern style. This force was put directly under the con-
trol of the national government, but it was not to be in any
way a part of the military establishment. At the time of

1 "An Act for Improving the Police in and near the Metropolis,'* 10
George IV, ch, 44. A general reorganization of the " city " police took
place about the same time.